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Mitchel consider it that he forwarded a copy of it by
three different routes, in order to make sure of there
being no failure in its reaching its destination. Gen-
eral Halleck did not seem to place much value upon
it. At any rate lie never acknowledged its receipt.
He spoke of it to the War Department as "inter-
cepted despatches." Some ten days after, Pope's
army joined Halleck, giving him an effective force of
thirty thousand fresh troops. His army then num-
bered seventy-five thousand effectives. Had lie in-
angurated a move at once, he had sufficient troops to
effect the capture of Corinth without serious loss or
delay.1

Being temporarily protected from any attempt to
cut him off by rail on his left, by the burning of the
bridge beyond Stevenson, General Mitchel began to
push forward on his right, with a view to opening
communication with General Halleck's army at Pitts-
burg Landing.      Colonel  Tnrchin   was  directed to
push forward with a portion of his brigade at Decatur,
and on the morning of the 16th of April lie occupied
Tuscumbia and Florence.     To hold the whole line of
the Memphis and Charleston road from Bridgeport
to Corinth now required that some central point be-
tween   Decatur and   Corinth   be   occupied In force.
The Florence bridge had been destroyed by the en-
emy y hence no small force  could occupy Tuscumbia
with safety, there  being no safe  retreat across the
river in case of attack.    But there was nothing to
prevent its  being occupied by a sufficient  force to
keep the road open, and hold its position till it could

1 General Grant, in his Memoirs, says: "I am satisfied that Corinth
could have been captured in a two days* campaign commenced
promptly on the arrival of reinforcements after the battle of ShiJoli."the situation for General Halleck in com-
